
THE FIC GOES VIRTUAL 
FOR ENHANCED 
AWARENESS 

R 
estrictions on movement at the height 

of South Africa’s coronavirus (COVID-

19) lockdown meant that new ways 

had to be found to continue to raise 

awareness of financial crimes such as the illegal 

wildlife trade (IWT).  

Information and communication technologies  

ultimately enabled the Financial Intelligence  

Centre (FIC) to expand its reach and awareness 

on combating money laundering and terrorist  

financing via a webinar platform. 

Breaking new ground, the FIC hosted the first of 

its webinar series, on the subject of IWT. It was 

an opportunity for public-public and public-private 

collaboration and sharing of expertise, good 

practice and practical solutions for combating 

wildlife crime.  

The virtual event was an extension of  

international anti-money laundering and terrorist 

financing bodies’ awareness raising events on 

IWT over the last year. For example, global  

money laundering and terrorist financing  

watchdog, the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF), prioritised IWT in 2019 and approved a 

research project co-chaired by the United  

Kingdom, China and Botswana. South Africa was 

a project member and contributed case studies 

to the project. The Money Laundering and the 

Illegal Wildlife Trade report was published on 25 

June 2020, containing case studies, examples of 

good practice, risk indicators, as well as  

recommended actions.  

The Egmont Group of Financial Intelligence 

Units, in turn, held an E-Workshop Series 

on Financial Investigations in Wildlife and  

Forestry Crime earlier this year. Two South  

African subject-matter experts who were involved 

in the FIC’s webinar were also members of the 

FATF project and presented at the Egmont 

Group ECOFEL E-Workshop Series.  

 

The FIC webinar featured subject matter experts 

from both the private and public sector who  

provided a comprehensive view of the  

information and intelligence sharing value chain. 

Participants included South African law  

enforcement officials, prosecutors, customs  

officers, wildlife experts, financial supervisors, 

members from the South African financial sector 

and FIC representatives.  

Unconstrained by geographical location or venue 

seating limitations, the webinar platform allowed 

the FIC to reach a wider audience from further 

afield. 

“In the past there may have been constraints 

such as geographical, financial and logistical  

limitations and the consideration for the number 

of attendees that could be accommodated in a 

traditional face-to-face event,” said Lize van 

Schoor, senior policy adviser at the FIC, who 

oversaw the IWT webinar.   

“The webinar platform allowed us to cast the net 

wider and reach a larger group. We reached  

organisations in all corners of the country, while 

we also had participants from foreign  

jurisdictions dialling in.” 

The FIC has also fully embraced using webinars 

for its regular FIC compliance awareness events 

for accountable and reporting institutions. Here 

too, a broader audience is being reached.  

“The webinar platform allowed 

us to cast the net wider and 

reach a larger group. We 

reached organisations in all 

corners of the country, while 

we also had participants from 

foreign jurisdictions dialling 

in.” 

CONTINUES ON THE NEXT PAGE... 



One of the spin-offs from the IWT webinar is the focus on financial flows connected to wildlife crime  

being carried over into the work the South African Anti-Money Laundering Integrated Task Force 

(SAMLIT). SAMLIT is a public-private partnership between the banking sector and government  

regulatory authorities, aimed at enhancing collaboration and co-ordination in combating financial crime, 

money laundering and terrorist financing. (See story on multi-agency work…in this newsletter). 

The FIC is planning on hosting regular webinars as part of the series following the success of the first 
event. Furthermore, the FIC has fully embraced using webinars for its regular FIC compliance awareness 
events for accountable and reporting  

 

 

OFF THE ROAD AND INTO THE VIRTUAL SPACE 

A key function of the FIC is to ensure businesses, as the first line of defence in the fight against financial 

crime, are aware of and understand their obligations in terms of the Financial Intelligence Centre Act 

(FIC Act).  

To that end, the FIC hosts regular awareness events which include face-to-face engagements,  
roadshows, telematic sessions and virtual conferences with its stakeholders to share compliance and 
other information. 
 
Due to the COVID-19 containment measures the FIC’s awareness roadshows were stopped.   
 
The FIC’s workaround on this was to take its face-to-face awareness events off the road and into the 
virtual space. The division hosted its first two awareness webinars in June for estate 
agents and legal professionals. The sessions covered who the FIC is, what is money laundering and 
terrorist financing and the Financial Action Task Force 40 Recommendations. The webinars dealt with 
the basic FIC Act obligations with a special focus on reporting to the FIC. 
 
The FIC turned the COVID-19 lockdown challenge into an opportunity by taking the face-to-face  
awareness events off the road and into the virtual space. 

http://www.fic.gov.za/Documents/COLLABORATION.pdf

